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Oh my poor baby! 

When to get your pet to the vet! 
  

   
 

Dr. Timi Lee of Tribeca Animal 

Hospital tells us some reasons to 
go see your veterinarian:  

 Change in urination or drinking 
habits like now your pet is 
drinking large amounts of 
water, straining to urinate, has 
blood in their urine and not 
being able to urinate especially 
in cats is very serious 

 Vomiting and diarrhea 
particularly if there is blood 
present in either 

 Unexplained lethargy    

 Skin rash 

 Limping 

 Difficulty breathing is a true 
emergency and shouldn't wait  

 Redness or yellow-green 
discharge from the eyes  

 Not eating or a significant 
decrease in your pet's food 
consumption 

 Bite wounds ideally should be 
seen within the first two hours 
of occurrence 

If you have any concerns on 
whether or not your pet is having 
an emergency or needs to come 
into see the doctor, please call us!  

 

Comedy Corner 
 

  

   
 
Original Comics by Mike Schmidt. 

 

 Kids & Pets! 

With Mother's Day approaching and Father's Day 
just around the corner, We have our pet parents in 
mind. 
   
When considering a new addition to the family, 
clients often have questions they ask our 
veterinarians. Dr. Charles Berk of Battery Park 

Veterinary Hospital answers the 3 most common 
questions posed by our clients: 

 What is the best pet to have with small children? 

 
There is no perfect pet. Different species have their own pros and cons; a lot depends 
on the specific age of your child(ren), their temperament and the level of responsibility 
you want to place upon them.  
 
Pocket pets (rats, mice, gerbils, guinea pigs) are relatively low maintenance pets that 
can be a good introduction to pet ownership for small children while still providing a fun 
experience. I would stay away from hamsters as their temperament leaves a lot to be 
desired. 
 
Dogs are great companions for slightly older children with an added level of 
responsibility if you would like them to take a major part in their care. A lot of breeds 
are great with both young and older children but size should be taken into account 
especially in New York City apartments. Again, temperament of your child(ren) should 
be taken into account when choosing the size of the breed. 
Cats are certainly lower maintenance, but probably not the best choice for households 
with very young children because they may get spooked in the presence of very active 
young children. 

 What's the best way to introduce a new pet into a household with 
children present? 

A new puppy presents different challenges than adopting an older dog in this respect: 
older dogs that are adopted should be evaluated in regard to temperament to see if 
they are a match for your household and family. Puppies are a virtual blank slate, but 
without proper boundaries, you can create behavioral issues if not carefully 
transitioned into the family dynamic. In both instances, care should be taken to give 
the pet a safe private area (crate, playpen, etc.) so that they can relax when they need 
to unwind a little. Care should be taken to never leave a new dog, cat, or pocket pet 
unsupervised with ANY small children, as you are not sure how they will react in any 
situation. Slow and gradual introduction to your normal routine is important until your 
pet is comfortable in their new surroundings and you know what to expect as far as 
behavior.  

 What's the best way to introduce your pet to your new child? 

You have to remember that your pet is used to being the object of your affection and 
may be anxious or even upset about the introduction of this cooing, crying, babbling 
new baby. It is important to bring home a blanket from the hospital for your pet to smell 
prior to the baby coming home. If you ask the nurse for a blanket, I promise it will not 
be the weirdest request that they have ever heard. Once at home, even though you 
will be sleep deprived, anxious, and scared, it is important to try to spend some time 
with your pet so that they do not feel pushed aside. Introduction to the new baby 
should be done in baby steps (no pun intended), until your pet adjusts to the new 
member of the family. 
 
 
While this is not all encompassing advice, I hope that it helps you with your pets and 
as always, is you have any other or if you have more specific questions, call your 
veterinarian! We are always glad to help.  
 
 

“Okay, this is the last can I’m opening.” 



Introducing: Pet Pals! 
 

  

Pet Pals is our new referral program. 
Refer a new client for $25 off and save 
$25 off your next visit! 
*Cannot be combined with any other.  
Applies to first time client referrals only. 

 

  

Animal Haven and HEART bring you: Caring Kids! 
  

  
 
 

Want to have your child interact with 
and learn about animals before 
deciding to adopt another family 
member? Ever think about getting 
your children involved in a volunteer 
opportunity? Check out Animal 
Haven's Caring Kids Program! 

    

May is Dog Bite Prevention Month! 
 With nicer weather upon us, more folks and their furry friends are coming out of 
hibernation. Here are some tips from the American Veterinary Medical Association to keep 
in mind to prevent unnecessary mishaps. Educate yourself and your children about dog 
bite prevention: 
   
Dog Bite Facts:  

 Each year, more than 4.5 million people in the U.S. are bitten by dogs. 

 Almost 1 in 5 people bitten by dogs require medical attention.  

 Every year, more than 800,000 Americans receive medical attention for 
dog bites; at least half of them are children.  

 Children are, by far, the most common victims of dog bites and are far 
more likely to be severely injured. 

 Most dog bites affecting young children occur during everyday activities 
and while interacting with familiar dogs.  

 Senior citizens are the second most common dog bite victims. 

There are many things you can do to avoid dog bites, ranging from properly training and 
socializing your pet to educating your children on how - or if - they should approach a dog. 
Information and education are the best solutions for this public health crisis. 
  
How to read dog body language 
We all know that dogs can't talk to us, so they use their own vocalizations, body gestures and 
postures to express themselves. They rely on these types of communication to let people and 
other dogs know their emotions, especially if they feel stressed, frightened or threatened. They 
hope that the gestures will work to calm the situation and keep them out of trouble. 
 
We can't always read a dog's body language accurately. Dogs, just like people, have their own, 
unique personalities, and they don't all express themselves in the same way. One dog wagging its 
tail might mean that the animal is happy to see you or wants to play. The same gesture in another 
dog might mean that it's anxious or nervous.  
 
Sometimes, dogs will yawn, put their ears back or raise a paw if they are feeling worried. As the 
dog gets more concerned about the situation it's in, its behavior will change. For example, if a dog 
tucks its tail under its belly or leg, lies down with a leg up or stiffens its body and stares at you, it 
could be trying to tell you that it's frightened or threatened. When the dog reacts by growling, 
snapping or biting, it's telling you that it wants to be left alone - Right now! 
 
Remember, we can't predict whether a dog will bite or not based on its size and breed. Always 
focus on the behavior of the animal. 
 
Ask yourself a question next time you're around a dog and want to play with it: Does the dog seem 
like it wants to be with you? If the dog is relaxed and friendly, and seems happy to see you, it's 
probably in a good, playful mood and will welcome your attention. If the dog won't look at you or is 
avoiding you by walking or turning away, it's probably best to let it go on its way and leave it alone. 
If it seems tense and nervous, or seems to be staring at you, you'll want to stay away. 
 
If it's not your dog, always rely on its owner to help you understand the pet's mood. Always, 
always ask the owner's permission before you attempt to pet a dog you don't know. 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you want further help in training your pup?  
New York Walk and Train specializes in  
Walking, Training, and Boarding. 
Check them out at walkandtrain.com! 
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