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Look out! 
Spring items to keep far from pets:  

  

Easter Lilies, beautiful as they may be, 
are incredibly toxic to cats! 

   
Easter Grass, the stringy plastic 
decorative stuff, can cause severe 
damage to a pet's intestinal tract! 
   
A year-round hazard, chocolate should 
not be consumed by animals! 

   
If you suspect ingestion of any of these 

hazards, please call the 
Pet Poison Helpline: 1-800-213-6680.   

Shout out to shelters! 
 

  

Animal Haven is a nonprofit 
organization that finds homes for 
abandoned cats and 
dogs throughout the 
Tri-State area, and 
provides behavior 
intervention when 
needed to improve 
chances of adoption.  
   
   Contact them today to find out how 
you can help! 

Activyl - SAVE $25! 
 

  

Receive $15 back, when you buy 6 
doses of  Activyl*Tick Plus 

and a $10 Activyl Reward Card 
towards your next purchase! 

 
See your favorite receptionists for 
details on this rebate. 

 

  

 
 

Spring is in the air, More news on pet care! 
This month we want to know what it is pet owners should focus on with the  
warm weather approaching. We are all eager to get outside, so we asked  
Doctors McLaughlin and McCready to give us the run down on parasites. 
Read up and make sure your pet is protected from parasites before heading  
out to enjoy the spring weather!  

Dr. Kerry McLaughlin gives us the Scoop on External Parasites. 
Who is affected by external parasites? 
Both dogs and cats can be infected with external parasites. These include fleas, ticks, 
lice and several types of mites.  
  
My pets are clean, they hardly venture outside, what's the big deal? 
The following external parasites can lead to a variety of other diseases in our pets 
1. Fleas- many pets have severe allergies to fleas which means that even a single flea 
bite can lead to severe itchiness and secondary bacterial infections. In addition, fleas can spread 
infectious diseases such as Bartonella which can cause anemia, fever, and lethargy.  
2. Ticks- just like in humans, ticks can transmit several blood borne diseases. The most common and 
well known is Lyme disease; however, other infections include Anaplasma, Ehrlichia, and Rocky 
Mountain Spotted Fever. These diseases can lead to a variety of conditions including anemia, joint 
problems, low platelet count, fever, kidney disease, etc.  
3. Mites- There are several types of mites which can parasitize dogs and cats. 
A.   Ear mites (Otodectes)- these are typically found in the external ear canals of puppies and kittens and 
can lead to secondary infections with yeast and/or bacteria 
B.   Demodex and Sarcoptes- these are mites that infect the skin and hair follicles. They can cause hair 
loss, itchiness, and secondary bacterial infections. Only Sarcoptes mites can be transmitted to humans- 
they cause an itchy skin condition, but the infection is usually self-limiting in people. 
C.   Lice- these are fairly uncommon parasites of our dogs and cats. These are host-specific which means 
that there are different species which infect dogs, cats and humans. Therefore if your pet becomes 
infected with lice, you cannot become infected from contact with them.  
  
It has been so cold that it seems foolish to worry about any sort of bug surviving... 
Although most of these parasites are more commonly found during the warmer months, they can 
potentially be found in our area year-round. Therefore we do recommend giving our pets preventative 
medications MONTHLY! 
  
Okay, so what can I do to keep my pets from getting parasites? 
  Most importantly is that most of these infections can be easily prevented.  
-  Fleas can be prevented in dogs and cats with several monthly products. 
There are topical spot-op products including Activyl, Revolution, Frontline, etc. 
There are also some oral monthly medications which prevent flea infestation 
in dogs including Sentinel, Sentinel Spectrum, and Trifexis.  
-  Ticks: For dogs, monthly topical spot on preventatives include Activyl Tick 
Plus, Frontline Plus, Vectra 3D, and K9 Advantix. Other options are the 
Preventic collar which must be changed every 3 months. For cats, the main 
preventative is topical Frontline Plus.  
-  Mites: Most mite infections cannot really be prevented; however, they can 
be treated. Demodex infestations in dogs are treated with oral Ivermectin for 
several months. Demodex in cats is typically a different type of mite which causes severe itchiness and is 
treated with lyme sulfur dips. Sarcoptic mange infections are treated with Revolution topically every 2 
weeks for 3 treatments.  
-  Lice: These parasites are typically easily treated with an insecticide shampoo and the same topical 
monthly preventatives discussed above.  

  

  

             April is National Heartworm Awareness Month! 

                      Dr. McCready tells us about Heartworm: 

Heartworm disease is a serious infection caused by worms that lodge in the heart and lungs.  It is spread by 
mosquitos, which feast on an infected dog and then deposit the larvae into a new host after a bite.  Heartworm  
disease has been reported in all 50 states, and although not common in NY, our practice sees positive cases on  
a yearly basis. 
 
Detection: A small blood test is recommended yearly to screen for the presence of heartworm antigen. 
 
Prevention: Heartworm preventives are safe, easy to administer and inexpensive.   We offer monthly tasty  
Chews or topical preventives. Both of these medications also protect against common GI parasites.  Ask your  
vet which preventive medication is best for your pet! 
 
Treatment: Most cases of heartworm disease (with the exception of severe, advanced infections) are treated  
with a series of injections.  Hospitalization is recommended during these treatments as patients can have  
severe reactions. 
 
Don't forget cats! Cats can also become infected with heartworm disease and there is currently no approved  
treatment. Cats that go outside or have potential for increased exposure should be treated with monthly  
heartworm prevention (Revolution). 

For information from The American Heartworm Society, please visit:  www.heartwormsociety.org 

 

  

“You want to know which one I like best?” 

 

Comedy  Corner 

Doodles by Mike. For more, visit: 

www.mikeschmidtcomics.com 



 


